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The following list reflects who's hot and who's not in the search for John McCain's vice presidential
running mate. It is compiled by CBSNews.com senior political editor Vaughn Ververs and the rest of
the CBSNews.com political team and reflects media speculation, buzz, reporting and a lot of

guesswork. This list will be updated as conditions warrant.

Mitt Romney | Bio

The former Massachusetts governor has emerged as the heavy
favorite to be McCain's running mate. While there are some
concerns the former rivals wouldn't get along, that may not matter
and Romney brings some bona fide advantages to the ticket,
especially in raising money and ability to compete in Michigan.
Added to that is that Romney has been an effective surrogate for
McCain at fundraisers and on cable TV.
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Tim Pawlenty | Bio

The Minnesota governor appeared with McCain yesterday where
the candidate called him "a wonderful friend and a great leader."
But Pawlenty also told reporters that he had not been asked for
information from the campaign. "I'm not aware that I'm under
consideration," he said. That doesn't mean he won't be asked in
the future, but for now the buzz is with Romney.

Charlie Crist | Bio

Crist has announced his plans to marry 38-year-old mother of two
Carole Rome. The Florida governor's bachelorhood had been seen
as a potential impediment to his chances of being picked to be
McCain's running mate. The wedding will be held in the fall unless,
of course, a busy campaign schedule dictates otherwise.

Rob Portman | Bio

The former White House budget director is also said to have
moved up into McCain's top tier. Portman would be a steady hand
on the economy, and at 52, he's young, but probably not so young
that he would draw attention to McCain's age.

John Thune | Bio

Thune could be a "compromise" pick for conservatives, Politico
reports, if McCain can't bring himself to give the nod to Romney.
But hailing from South Dakota, Thune wouldn't help McCain pick
up any of the swing states in which he currently finds himself
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behind in the polls.

Bobby Jindal | Bio

Policy wunderkind who has little beltway baggage and brings
ethnic diversity to boot. But at 37 years of age, this could be too
much of a May-December match to work.

Tom Ridge | Bio

Joe Klein of Time Magazine recently wrote that McCain was
frustrated by the obvious political reasons for why he couldn't pick
any of his top three vice-presidential candidates. According to
Klein, Ridge was number one on McCain's dream VP list. But how
can McCain, who has had trouble rallying the conservative base,
endure the grumblings among the Republican rank and file if he
were to select a pro-choice running mate? Another reason for
Ridge's slip in the rankings: Roll Call recently reported that "for
almost two years former Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge
failed to register a nearly half-million-dollar lobbying contract that
he had with the government of Albania." Could McCain afford the
political fallout of running with a former lobbyist?

Mark Sanford | Bio

Shares McCain's zeal for budget-cutting (he once brought pigs into
the state legislature as a visual aid about pork-barrel spending).
He's conservative enough but how does a South Carolina governor
help in Ohio or the dozen other battleground states?

Sarah Palin | Bio

The ultimate outside-the-box choice. This former beauty queen
also happens to be one of the most popular governors in the nation
and is an anti-corruption crusader. Unfortunately for her, the state
she's popular in is Alaska.

Joe Lieberman | Bio

Al Gore's running mate has become McCain's "bipartisan
wingman" as he continues to be a key surrogate on the trail and
joined him last week in Colombia and Mexico. But while the two
senators are obviously of one mind on foreign policy, would the
rank-and-file accept his positions on domestic matters? As Harry
Reid pointed out to The Hill yesterday, "Anytime we have a
problem here, with the exception of Irag, Joe Lieberman's with us."

ON THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN: Haley Barbour, Michael Bloomberg, Chris Cox, Carly Fiorino,
Rudy Giuliani, Lindsey Graham, Mike Huckabee, Jon Huntsman, Kay Bailey Hutchison, David
Petraeus, Condoleezza Rice, J.C. Watts, Meg Whitman
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POP QUESTION

Who is your pick for McCain's running mate?

) Michael Bloomberg *) Sarah Palin ) Mitt Romney
_) Charlie Crist ) Tim Pawlenty ") Mark Sanford
") Bobby Jindal ) Rob Portman ) John Thune
' Joe Lieberman ) Tom Ridge ") Someone Else
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