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Jindal asks more time, fairness on levee costs

By ALLEN M. JOHNSON JR.
Advocate New Orleans bureau
Published: Jul 19, 2008 - Page: 9A - UPDATED: 12:05 a.m.
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shoulder for construction of hurricane protection levees,
asked Washington for more time — and a little fairness.

Under the latest war spending bill, Louisiana must kick in
$1.8 billion by 2011 in order to activate $5.8 billion in
federal funding needed to strengthen the New Orleans-
area levee system.

Jindal said Louisiana’s share for repairs to the 360-mile,
federally maintained levee system, is higher post-Katrina,
than before the storm. “It seems ridiculous,” Jindal said,
tersely.

He added: “I have yet to find one federal official who can
explain to me why Louisiana should be paying more for
our cost share.”

He asked for Congress and the White House to allow
Louisiana to pay its share in the next 30 years rather than

the three years now required by the war bill.

Jindal also indicated Republican and Democratic officials
in the state were united on the state’s responsibility for its
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share of hurricane levee protection.

The state paid $300 million for levee costs under his
administration this year, he said. Meanwhile, Democratic
predecessor Gov. Kathleen Blanco added $200 million in
2007, her last year in office.

“We’re willing to pay our share; we just want the
flexibility that has been offered to other states,” Jindal
said.

Without more time from Washington, Louisiana will be
forced to make deep cuts in critical areas, such as schools,
social services and coastal restoration, the governor said.

“Today, our first and foremost priority has to be coastal
erosion,” he said. “Healthier wetlands are needed to
protect us. Levees alone will not save us.”

He also issued an ominous warning: “Over the next few
years, we as a state have to make generational decisions
on areas we want to protect and areas we want to restore.”

He said many federal policymakers have expressed
sympathy for Louisiana, which suffered a one-two punch
from hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005, but that
sympathy “needs to be translated into legislative action.”

“The administration can administratively give us the time
we’re asking for,” Jindal said of President Bush, a fellow
Republican. In the alternative, new language could be
included in a congressional housing bill before Congress
breaks for its August research.

The governor repeatedly made it clear that Louisiana
would pay its increased share of levee repairs, but left no
doubt — he didn’t like it.

“We will keep our commitment through 2011,” he told a
news conference at Jackson Barracks, a Louisiana
National Guard facility in the Lower gth Ward, following
a flyover of the state’s eroding coastline with top officials
from the federal Corps of Engineers.

Jindal also said the state has yet to receive royalties from
oil and gas drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. Louisiana
officials expect the state to receive up to $650 million a
year by 2017.

Newly elected St. Bernard Parish President Craig Taffaro,
also a Republican, said his hurricane-depopulated parish
has an operating budget of $23 million, and cannot afford
the annual payments that would be required by the
federal government’s three-year levee construction plan.

“We would be expected to cough up $4 million a year —
that is simply undoable,” Taffaro said.

The Associated Press contributed to this report
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More money? More time? Is this really an investment America should make? I'm
already paying $4/gallon so how much worse could it possibly get if Louisiana
sinks into the Gulf? I'd rather pay twice for gas than pay for another dumb levee
in a swamp.

Monica - That EXACTLY why you and | and everyone else needs the map Mike
Merritt is asking about. Jindal gets it; his "ominous warning" that" . . . we as a
state have to make generational decisions on areas we want to protect and
areas we want to restore” is the correct way out of the coastal mess we're in. We
can't fix it all, no matter how much cash the Feds send down here, so we must
chose. The geologically aware people are trying to prevent "dumb levees in
swamps."

Monica - This is EXACTLY why Mike Merritt was correct to ask for those maps.
Geologically aware people don't want build "dumb levees in swamps." Jindal
gets it; that's why he gave the "ominous warning" of “[o]ver the next few years,
we as a state have to make generational decisions on areas we want to protect
and areas we want to restore.” A big driver in the "restore or retreat" decision will
be what is (a) practical and (b) affordable.

Retreat. Respect the fact that you all and the Corps have destroyed that area
and don't expect the rest of America to pay for your follies. I'd rather pay a few
hundred extra dollars a year for gas than see America pay billions of tax dollars
to "save" a swamp. And, of course, you all have a most excellent record of
responsible government and expenditure of tax dollars.

Monica - Stroll over to
http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2008/07/jindal_presses_bush_over_levee.html,
scroll down to the comments, and bask in the radient heat coming off the attitude
of "johnbgood."
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