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WASHINGTON — Gov. Bobby Jindal was on his old stomping grounds Tuesday when he visited the
U.S. House of Representatives during a trip seeking at least $1 billion in hurricane recovery aid for
Louisiana, where storm damage is estimated at $20 billion.

As a former Metairie congressman, Jindal still has floor privileges and used those privileges to urge
former colleagues to support the state in seeking the federal aid in the aftermath of hurricanes Ike and

Gustav.

Texas, meanwhile, is looking at $11.4 billion in damage from Ike and asking for a minimum of
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bureaucratic red tape, state officials said Tuesday during testimony on Capitol Hill.

Jindal lunched with Louisiana’s congressional delegation, urging them to form one front in lobbying
Congress for the funding. House leaders anticipate unveiling an emergency spending bill by the time
they recess at the end of the week. The legislation is expected to include Gulf Coast disaster funding
and money to aid victims of the Midwest floods.

Jindal is hoping the support can be attached to a budget bill that needs to be approved by Congress to
keep the federal government operating through March. “We know that that is a piece of legislation that
has to pass and be signed by the president,” he said.

Louisiana, which has estimated damage from the storms at $20 billion, will seek additional aid through
other legislative vehicles in the future, Jindal said.

Jindal has asked President Bush to allow the federal government to pay for all of the storm damages it
is required to reimburse. Traditionally, state governments pay 25 percent of the cost. Jindal also wants
the administration to waive a $100 million federal ceiling on money for damaged bridges and roads
that has been estimated at $119 million.

Aid to the state’s agriculture and fishing industries that suffered massive losses is necessary as is $100
million for police support and equipment and up to $302 million to aid losses incurred to the state’s

health-care community, Jindal said.

U.S. Sen. Mary Landrieu led the delegation meeting and said the group faces a tough hurdle as the
congressional recess looms.

“We are on a tight time schedule,” said Landrieu, D-La. “We are working as hard as we can to help get
as much as we can before we leave here.”

Bush has threatened to veto a stand alone stimulus spending bill. Bush has opposed a second economic
stimulus bill because Congress has already passed a similar bill earlier in the year at his request that
resulted in rebates to taxpayers.

U.S. Rep. Rodney Alexander said the administration should not reject a new emergency spending bill
if it is willing to promote a $700 billion bailout for Wall Street currently being proposed.

“How do you say we need a trillion dollars over here to stimulate the economy and say you can’t give
a billion to the recovery?” said Alexander, R-Quitman.

U.S. Rep. Charlie Melancon, D-Napoleonville, said the dichotomy will not be lost on members of
Congress.

“I think they have a kinder heart to the people who were damaged by the storm than they do for Wall
Street,” Melancon said.

Earlier in the day, Landrieu held a disaster recovery subcommittee hearing to determine how the
federal government performed during the hurricanes.

Many panel members praised the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
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“People had some sense of urgency on the ground,” said Houston Mayor Bill White.

Louisiana State Sen. Reggie Dupre, D-Houma, also told the panel that FEMA was embedded in the
emergency operations center.

“We learned a lot from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,” said Dupre, who also criticized the Army Corps
of Engineers for not constructing levees in his district (Terrebonne Parish) since Katrina in 2005.

Other officials complained some FEMA supplies were late and some shelters were inadequate. New
Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin proposed that the federal government create a national sheltering plan,
citing weaknesses in his state’s shelters used during this hurricane season. These shelters are the state’s
responsibility, not the federal government’s, said FEMA’s deputy administrator, Harvey Johnson.

Texas is looking at $11.4 billion in damage from Ike, including $16 million in damage to Houston, Lt.
Gov. David Dewhurst said. Devastation in Galveston is estimated at another $2 billion, said Mayor
Lyda Ann Thomas.

Nagin said in prepared testimony that the $40 million cost of evacuating his city for Gustav has led to
hiring freezes and a halt of any new expenditures until disaster costs are reimbursed.

White asked that money be sent directly to his city for immediate use to streamline the reimbursement
process. He asked that the FEMA administrator be given the authority to come up with new, flexible

recovery programs.

Texas officials also told Congress Tuesday they want all available FEMA trailers that do not have
dangerous levels of formaldehyde.

After the hearing, however, Johnson said FEMA would provide some temporary housing for Texas but
no trailers.

Johnson also said that FEMA is prepared to work with White’s requests for direct assistance as much
as the agency is able to. The law requires that the federal government deals with the state and does not
provide funding directly to the local communities.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Find this article at:
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/29658549.html?showAll=y&c=y

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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